160      MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
Lee for putting us in possession of some of the out-
standing fads of ike life of King Edward. Those
who wish to read them at length will find them
embodied in the last issued volume of the " National
Dictionary of Biography."
Mr. Hardie, ,who had referred to the King so
generously in 1910, now revels in the depreciatory
passages which disfigure the Memoir :
In the early years of the nineteenth century
the slightest incident would have toppled the
Monarchy in this country over and established a
Republic. It is only during the past twenty-five
years that this feeling has almost died out, and it
was a common prediction about the time of the
Mordaunt scandal that Christian England would
never tolerate the Prince of Wales ascending the
throne.
Even as King Edward VH. he took but a languid
interest in politics. Every night when Parlia-
ment is sitting the Prime Minister sends an official
note of the business of the day to the Sovereign.
Queen Victoria, even to the end, read this care-
fully and criticised and made comments upon its
contents. It is doubtful whether Edward ever
read the documents although they were type-
written for his special benefit. If he did read
them, he made no comments. . . * His love of
pleasure remained his ruling passion. He liked
the excitement of the turf, from which, by the way,
he made a very large income. He liked the frivol-
ity of Continental watering-places. During those
periods when treaties were being made with France
and other Powers he, happening to be enjoying him-
self abroad at the same time, was credited with
being their real author, whereas it is really doubtful